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"As I visited Iraq, I sensed that there is a great deal of optimism," u.s. Sen. Ken Salazar said in a speech Saturday in Den- :

ver, "and that optimism is founded on the concept ofliberty." Salazar spoke to a group of visiting Iraqi officials, as well as

their host, the Denver Regional Council of Governments, and the Colorado Municipal League. 4-/?-OS-

Visiting Iraqi officials taking notes
Sen. Salazar tells Baghdad leaders, Denver hosts of optim~m in liberty

. By Melissa Cassutt
Denver Post Staff Writer

Majida Sail speaks with au-
thority in Baghdad, Iraq. But
she remembers when she, like
many women there, didn't
have a voice.

As part of a handful of wom-
en elected to the Baghdad City
Council, she can now speak out
for women, children and
health care, but most impor-
tantly, she has her hands in the
future of the city.

Sail and other council mem-
bers are visiting Colorado,
seeking advice on how to build
a democratic foundation for
the war-torn country. The
two-week visit is part of an alli-
ance through the Sister Cities
International network, a pro-
gram that joins the Denver Re-
gional Council of Govern-
ments with Baghdad.

Saturday, the council lis-
tened to u.S. Sen. Ken Salazar
speak in Denver of Iraq's fu-
ture after U.S. troops pull out.
Salazar traveled to Iraq, includ-
ing Baghdad, at the end of
March.

"As I visited Iraq, I sensed
that there is a great deal of opti-
mism, and that optimism is
founded on the concept ofliber-
ty," Salazar said.

That liberty, however, still
stands vulnerable as the ever-
present threat of assassination
of public officials actively fes-
ters.

"It is very dangerous," Bagh-
dad City Council member
Omar M.A.AI Rahmani said at
a dinner for some of the Iraqi
visitors Thursday.

AI Rahmani. and a colleague
from the Baghdad council,
Sheikh Mohammed B. AI Su-
hail, also highlighted the chal-

lenges they face trying to build
the Liberal Democratic party
in Iraq. Both are leaders of the
fledgling party, which is
dwarfed by parties linked close-
ly to religious and ethnic
'groups.

"Liberal thinking (in Iraq) is
basically a baby right now,"Al
Suhail said through an inter-
preter. "We need to nurture it.
It needs to learn how to speak,
then crawl. That takes time
and a lot of effort."

Salazar said in his speech
that the inclusion of all Iraqi
people - especially minority
groups - would help to dissi-
pate the daily violence the
country faces.

He pushed council members
to applaud nonviolent meth-
ods of voicing dissent, using
the 2000 U.S.election as an ex-
ample of how disagreement
among parties can be handled
peacefully.

"I happen to disagree with
President Bush on many is-
sues, but I have the freedom to
voice my dissent," Salazar said.

The s.enator pointed to secu-
rity, economic balance and po-
litical stability as a three-part
formula for democratic suc-
cess.

Sail, who nodded in agree-
ment with the Arabic transla-
tion of Salazar's speech, said
the visit to Colorado has taught
her "how to solve a problem
and how to discQssa problem."

"There are a lot of huge
things to see and to discuss,"
she said. "Everything isn't
about us."

Staff writer Jeffrey Leib
contributed to this report.
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